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Planning Data Topics
Population Characteristics and Projections

– Population
– High School Graduates

Educational Attainment
– High School 
– Baccalaureate and Higher

Preparation for Postsecondary Education 
– Adult Education
– High School Student

Postsecondary Education Participation
Enrollment
Student Progress and Completion

– First-Year Retention Rates
– Certificates, Diplomas and Associates
– Baccalaureate Degrees

Student Learning
Workforce Development 
Benefits/Economy
Income/Poverty
Research
Migration
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Population Characteristics and 
Projections
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Distribution of Population by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2000
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Population Growth by Ethnicity 
1990 to 2000 Census
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Projected High School Graduates 
by Race/Ethnicity, 2001/02 to 2017/18
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Educational Attainment
High School Diploma or Equivalent
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Kentucky’s Educational Attainment
25 and older, High School or Equivalent
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Kentucky Educational Attainment and State 
Rank by Age, 2000
Percent with a High School Diploma/GED
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High School Diploma, 2000
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Percent of Adults with a High School 
Diploma or GED by State, 2000
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Counties Above US Average in Percent 
of Adults 25 and Older With a High 
School Diploma or GED, 1990

Above 75.2% (5 counties)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Counties Above US Average in Percent 
of Adults 25 and Older with a High 
School Diploma or GED, 2000

Counties above US Average of 80.4% 
(11 counties)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Quintile Range

Percent of Adults 25 and Older With High 
School Diploma or GED, 2000

Lowest – Less than 58.2%

Highest – More than 76.8%

Middle Quintiles

KY Average: 74.1%

US Average: 80.4%

Source:  Kentucky State Data Center, U.S. Census Bureau
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Educational Attainment
Baccalaureate Degree and Higher



Percent of Adults with a Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher by State
25 Years of Age and Older
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Top State
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Kentucky’s Educational Attainment
25 and older, Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

20.1 19.8 20.5 20.4
21.6 21.3

24.4
25.2 25.6 26.2 26.7 27.2

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

KY US

4644464342 45

Source: US Census Bureau Current Population Survey
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Kentucky Educational Attainment and State 
Rank by Age, 2000
Percent with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau
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Kentucky Educational Attainment and State 
Rank by Age, 2000
Percent with a Graduate or Professional Degree
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau



September 2004            26

Maryland
New Jersey

Delaware

Rhode Island

Virginia

West Virginia

Connecticut
Massachusetts

New Hampshire
Vermont

North Carolina

South Carolina

Minnesota

Georgia

Florida

Alabama

Mississippi

Louisiana

Kentucky

Illinois
Indiana

Michigan

MontanaWashington

Texas

Arizona Arkansas

California

Colorado

Idaho

Iowa

Kansas

Maine

Missouri

Nebraska

Nevada

New Mexico

New York

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

South Dakota

Tennessee

Utah

Wisconsin

Wyoming

31.4% to 39.1%
25.7% to 31.4%
21.9% to 25.7%
18.7% to 21.9%
14.8% to 18.7%

Nation = 24.4%
Alaska = 24.7%
Hawaii = 26.2%
District of Columbia = 39.1%
Data Source:  2000 Census

Percent of Adults with a Baccalaureate 
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Quintile Range

Educational Attainment, Percent of
Population with Baccalaureate or Higher, 2000, 25 years and older

Lowest – Less than 7.8%

Highest – More than 13.7%

Middle Quintiles

KY Average: 17.1%

US Average: 24.4%

Source:  Kentucky State Data Center, U.S. Census Bureau



September 2004            35

Preparation for Postsecondary 
Education: Adult Education
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Kentucky Adult Literacy Survey

Out of 2.4 Million Working Age Adults

1 Million read 
poorly if at all

Source:  KALS, 1997
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Kentucky Adult Education 
Enrollment

51,177

86,413

120,051
115,000109,880

62,734

100,000

60,000

90,000

75,000

FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

Actual Goal

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education
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Less than 
$10,000

More than 
$10,000

83%

17%

Reported Income of 
GED Examinees, 2003

Source: KYAE-CPE
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FY 2003 Adult Education 
Enrollment

Employment Status

Not in the 
Labor Force

7%

Unemployed
48%

Employed
33%

Incarcerated
12%

Age

16-18
16%

19-24
35%

25-44
37%

45-50
10%

60+
2%

Source: KYAE-CPE Core Services Only
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College-Going Rate of GED 
Completers

12.0% 12.7%

16.5%
17.8%

21.7%

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Source: Kentucky Adult Education, Council on Postsecondary Education

1,701
10,316

1,581
8,871

2,875
13,240

1,214
9,560

908
7,554

Note. Number of GED completers enrolled in any Kentucky postsecondary 
institution within two years of completing the GED.
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Preparation for Postsecondary 
Education: High School
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Percent of 7th to 12th Graders Taught by 
Teacher with Major in Field

62

81

50

60

70

80

KY 2004 Top States 2004

Source: Measuring Up
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National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) 
Percent of 8th Graders Scoring at or above Proficient

16

24

29

21

36
34

39

29

KY 2000 KY 2002 KY 2004 Top States 2004

Math Reading

Source: Measuring Up Council on Postsecondary Education
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Average ACT Score of 
High School Graduates

20.3

21.0 21.0 21.0 21.0
20.8 20.8 20.9

20.2
20.020.120.120.120.2

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

KY US

Source: ACT, Inc.
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Percent of High School Graduates 
Taking the ACT

67
68

71
72 72

73
75

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Source: ACT
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Are more Kentuckians prepared for 
postsecondary education?
Percentage Graduates Completing the ACT Core

43 44 47 48

58 59 60

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Source: ACT
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ACT Composite Test Scores

32 32 31 30 26

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

2001 KY 2002 KY 2003 KY 2004 KY 2004 US

Below 18 18 or Above

Source: ACT
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Postsecondary Education 
Participation
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Ninth Graders Enrolling in College 
within Four Years

36.0
36.6

37.9

38.8

39.7

37.5

1996 1998 2000

Pe
rc
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t

KY US

Source: National Center for Higher Education Management Systems
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Anywhere in the US in the Following Fall Semester, 
Fall 1994

Source: WICHE HS Graduates / First Time Freshmen Direct from High School – IPEDS Residency and Migration File
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Source: WICHE HS Graduates / First Time Freshmen Direct from High School – IPEDS Residency and Migration File
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Part-Time Enrollment as a Percent of 
25- to 44-Year-Olds, 2001

5.8%

3.6%
3.9%

1.9%

Ca
lifo

rn
ia

Ar
izo

na

Ne
w 

Me
xic

o

Illi
no

is

Ma
ry

lan
d

Rh
od

e 
Isl

an
d

Co
lor

ad
o

Ne
va

da

Ka
ns

as

Ma
ss

ac
hu

se
tts

Ala
sk

a

Wy
om

ing

Ne
br

as
ka

Mi
ch

iga
n

Mi
ss

ou
ri

Co
nn

ec
tic

ut US

Te
xa

s

De
la

wa
re

Flo
rid

a

Or
eg

on

Ut
ah

Mi
nn

es
ot

a

Wi
sc

on
sin

Vir
gi

nia

Ke
nt

uc
ky

No
rth

 C
ar

ol
ina

Ma
ine

So
ut

h 
Da

ko
ta

Ne
w 

Yo
rk

Ha
wa

ii

Wa
sh

ing
to

n

Ok
la

ho
m

a

Ala
ba

m
a

Oh
io

Ind
ian

a

Ne
w 

Je
rs

ey

Ne
w 

Ha
mp

sh
ire

Ve
rm

on
t

Pe
nn

sy
lva

nia

Ida
ho Iow

a

Lo
uis

ian
a

Ar
ka

ns
as

So
ut

h 
Ca

ro
lin

a

Te
nn

es
se

e

Ge
or

gia

We
st

 V
irg

ini
a

No
rth

 D
ak

ot
a

Mi
ss

iss
ipp

i

Mo
nt

an
a

Source:  NCES-IPEDS, U.S. Census Bureau



Pike
Ohio

Clay
Hart

Pulaski

Hardin

Logan

Bell
Trigg

Lewis

Christian

Graves

Casey

Barren
Warren

Adair

Todd Knox

Butler

Floyd

Wayne
Harlan

Laurel Leslie

Carter

Hopkins Per y

Allen

Knott
Grayson

Daviess

Bath

Nelson

Owen

Union Lee
Breathitt

Shelby

Whitley

Scott

Madison

Lyon

Estill

MorganMeade Bullitt

Marion

Green

Henry

Clark

Grant

Larue

Breckinridge

Letcher

Lincoln Jackson

Jefferson

Calloway

Henderson

Lawrence

McCreary

Fleming

Monroe

Taylor

Greenup

Rowan

Webster

Fayette

Boone

MuhlenbergCaldwell

Russell
Marshall

Elliott

Ballard

Mason

Wolfe

Harrison

Crittenden

Mercer
Martin

Bourbon

Metcalfe

Magoffin

Johnson

Livingston

Fulton

McLean

Boyl arrard

Boyd

Rockcastle

Edmonson

Pendleton

Hickman ClintonSimpson

O sley

Powell

Carlisle

Franklin

Cumberland

Bracken

Washington

Menifee

Oldham

Spencer

McCracken

K
e

nton

Hancock

Nicholas

Anderson

Trimble
Carroll

Woodford

Jessamine

Campb ll

ontgomery

Gallatin

Robertson

Part-time Enrollment of Adults 25-49 
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Less than 2.4% (43 counties)
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3.5% to 4.6% (13 counties)

2.8% to 3.4% (29 counties)

2.4% to 2.7% (35 counties)

Kentucky Average = 2.8%

Source:  Kentucky State Data Center, CPE
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Undergraduate Headcount 
Enrollment

160,926 161,586

169,366

184,534

193,638

202,151
200,604

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Estimated
2004

GOAL

Note: Includes independent institutions

Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
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Undergraduate Headcount Enrollment 
by Race/Ethnicity

132,409 132,523
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15,209 15,461

5,216 5,190
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Note: Includes independent institutions. Other includes unknown and international students.

Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
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Undergraduate Headcount Enrollment 
by Race/Ethnicity

0
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White African American Hispanic

Note: Includes independent institutions

Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
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Graduate and
First Professional Enrollment

22,587 22,443 22,964

24,346

27,744
26,180

27,037

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 Estimated
2004

Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
Note: Includes Independent institutions
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Graduate and First Professional Enrollment 
by Race/Ethnicity

19,845 19,420 19,492 20,020

1,085 1,131 1,133 1,216
1,456 1,5402,555 2,749 3,221
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Graduate and
First Professional Enrollment by Ethnicity
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Student Progress and Completion
First-Year Retention
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First-Year System-Wide Retention 
Rates

67.7 67.4
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65.9

68.3 68.3
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Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
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First-Year Retention Rate by 
Ethnicity
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Student Progress and Completion
Certificates, Diplomas and Associates
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Total Formal Awards and Associate 
Degrees Awarded

1,989
4,073 4,201

1,609

1,608 1,705
5,078

6,157 6,617

2000/01 2001/02 2002/03

Certificates Diplomas Associates

2-Year Increase = 44.3%

Source: Council on Postsecondary Education
Note: Includes Independent institutions
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Number of Students Transferring from 
Two-year Public Institutions to A 
Four-Year Institution
3,093

2,987

2,747 2,732

2,877
2,951

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Source: Council on Postsecondary Education



September 2004            69

Student Progress and Completion
Baccalaureate Degrees
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Six-Year Baccalaureate Graduation 
Rates, Public Institutions

36.7
39.3 39.8

44.1 43.5 45.3

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
Note: Public institutions only



Six-Year Baccalaureate Graduation 
Rates by State, 2002 (All Institutions)
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Six-Year Baccalaureate Graduation 
Rate by Ethnicity, Public Institutions
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25
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Note: Public institutions only
Source:  Council on Postsecondary Education
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Total Undergraduate Degrees 
Awarded

5,289 5,233 5,383 6,157 6,617

15,532 15,606 15,400
16,368 16,222

1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03

Associate Baccalaureate

5-Year Increase = 9.7%

Source: Council on Postsecondary Education



Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded as a Percent of All 
Undergraduates, 2002
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Certificates, Degrees and Diplomas 
per 100 Undergraduates, Measuring Up

15 15 16

2120 21

2000 2002 2004

KY Top States

Source: National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education
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Total Graduate and First 
Professional Degrees Awarded

5,087 5,153 5,200 5,371 5,880

817 791 824 820
840

1998/99 1999/00 2000/01 2001/02 2002/03

Graduate First-Professional

4 Year Increase = 13.8%

Source: Council on Postsecondary Education
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Education Pipeline, 2000
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Education Pipeline, 2002
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College Graduates per 100 Ninth Graders, 2002
SREB States
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Student Learning
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Kentucky Learning Measures
Literacy Levels of the State’s Citizens
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Kentucky Learning Measures: 
Results

Literacy rates well below national levels reflect 
low levels of educational attainment
Competitive performance in licensure and 
teacher preparation
High tested abilities for two-year college 
students
Low tested abilities for four-year college 
students and low competitiveness in graduate 
admissions readiness



Workforce Development
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Occupations with High Net Imports and Exports
All 22- to 29-Year-Olds, 1995-2000

399

402

546

580

615

646

724

751

829

950

-680

-482

-424

-185

-241
-209

-165

-167

-168

-304

-750 -500 -250 0 250 500 750 1000

Business Operations Specialists

Supervisors, Sales

Primary, Secondary, Special Ed Teachers

Financial Specialists

Secretaries

Sales Reps, Wholesale

Entertainers

Sales Reps, Service

Other Installation/Repair Occupations

Physical Scientists

Other Production Occupations

Postsecondary Teachers

Agricultural Workers

Construction Trades

Material Moving Workers

Nursing, Psychiatric, Home Health

Vehicle Mechanics

Metal/Plastic Workers

Military Enlisted

Cooks/Food Preparation

Source:  U.S. Census, Public Use Microdata Samples, 2000



September 2004            85

Occupations with High Net Imports and Exports
All 22- to 64-Year-Olds, 1995-2000
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Occupations with High Net Imports and Exports
All 30- to 64-Year-Olds, 1995-2000
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Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded in Engineering Per 1,000 
Engineering Occupations, 2001
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Degrees Awarded in Engineering Tech Per 1,000 
Engineering Tech Occupations, 2001
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Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded in Computer 
Science Per 1,000 Computer Science 
Occupations (Usually Requiring a Bachelor’s 
Degree), 2001
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Associate Degrees Awarded in Computer 
Science Per 1,000 Computer Science 
Occupations (Usually Requiring an 
Associate’s Degree), 2001112.7
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Degrees Awarded in Registered Nursing Per 
1,000 Registered Nursing Occupations, 2001
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Bachelor’s Degrees Awarded in Elementary 
and Secondary Education Per 1,000 Teaching 
Occupations, 2001
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Medical Doctors per 100,000 
Population
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State Health Rankings, 2003
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Civic Benefit Measures
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Kentucky Per Capita Personal Income as 
a Percentage of U.S. Average, 1970-2003
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Source:  U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis



Percent of People Below Poverty 
Level in the Past 12 Months, 2003
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Percent of Transfer Receipts of 
Personal Income, 2002
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$25,600 to $28,800
$22,100 to $25,600
$19,500 to $22,100
$17,200 to $19,500
$15,800 to $17,200

Nation = $21,587
Alaska = $22,660
Hawaii = $21,525
District of Columbia = $28,659
Data Source:  2000 Census

Per Capita Personal Income 
by State, 2000
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District of Columbia = 51.8%
Data Source:  1990, 2000 Census

Percent Change in Per Capita Personal 
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Unemployment Rate by County, 2003

8.4% to 13.2% (32 counties)
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Less than 5.7% (29 counties)

6.9% to 5.7%% (31 counties)

7.0% to 8.3% (28 counties)

Source: US Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis
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Unemployment Rate by Quintile and 
County, 2003

Highest – Greater than 8.7%
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Lowest – Less than 5.5%

Middle Quintiles

Quintile Range

KY Average: 6.2%

US Average: 6.0%

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment  Statistics
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Median Family Income by County, 
1999

Less than $29,000 (30 counties)
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More than $42,000 (33 counties)

$36,000 to $41,999 (28 counties)

$29,001 to $35,999 (29 counties)

Source:  Kentucky State Data Center, U.S. Census Bureau
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Median Family Income by Quintile 
and County, 1999

Highest – Greater than $43,120

Lowest – Less than $27,045

Middle Quintiles

Quintile Range

KY Average: $40,939

US Average: $50,046

Source:  Kentucky State Data Center, U.S. Census Bureau



Median Family Income by State, 1999
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Median Household Income by State,
1999
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Income and Educational Attainment
Median Earnings in 2002Unemployment Rate in 2003
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Source: Postsecondary Education Opportunity



Difference in Median Earnings between a 
High School Diploma and a Bachelor’s 
Degree, 2000
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Difference in Median Earnings between a 
High School Diploma and an Associate’s 
Degree, 2000
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Median Earnings, Bachelor’s Degree 
Holders, 2000
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Progressive Policy Institute:
State New Economy Index, 2002
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Federal R&D Expenditures Per Capita 
2002, Dollars
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Source:  NCHEMS, National Science Foundation, U.S. Census Bureau
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Migration
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Kentucky Net Migration by Degree Level, 
Ages 22-29, 1995-2000
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Kentucky Net Migration by Degree Level, 
Ages 30-64, 1995-2000
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Kentucky Net Migration by Degree Level, Ages 65 and 
Over, 1995-2000
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Net Migration of Residents 22-29 with Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher, 1995-2000
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Source:  U.S. Census, Public Use Microdata Samples, 2000



Net Migration of Residents 22-29 with Associate’s 
Degrees or Higher, 1995-2000
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Source:  U.S. Census, Public Use Microdata Samples, 2000



September 2004            127

Net Migration, Priority Areas
All 22- to 64-Year-Olds, 1995-2000
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States to Which Kentucky Loses Most of Its College-
Educated Residents
(Net Loss from 1995 to 2000)

22- to 29-Year Olds
Tennessee -3093
Ohio -2818
Indiana -1926
Georgia -1323
Illinois -1100
North Carolina -1092
Florida -1073
Texas -1066
Virginia -832
Missouri -799

30- to 64-Year Olds
Ohio -4806
Tennessee -4079
Florida -3675
Indiana -3450
Georgia -2724
North Carolina -2147
Texas -1951
Illinois -1842
Virginia -1646
California -1633

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Public Use Microdata Samples, 2000
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How affordable is public postsecondary 
education in Kentucky?
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Measuring Up 2004 - Affordability 
Reliance on Loans

This is a measure of student debt and accounts for 10% of the 
affordability grade for states.
There has been a $346  increase in the average annual student 
loan from a decade ago.

KY 
1994

KY 
2004

Top 
States

National 
Rank

Average loan amount that 
undergraduate students 
borrow each year

$2,672 $3,018 $2,619 5th

Lower dollar values reflect better performance in this metric.

Measuring Up is a state by state report card published by the National Center for Public 
Policy and Higher Education.
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Tuition and Fees (Sticker Price) at 4-Year 
Kentucky Public Postsecondary Institutions, 
2003-04

Average Tuition and Fees - $3,765
Tuition Range:  $3,358 to $4,547
Average tuition and fees at Kentucky 
institutions in 2003-04 was 25% below the 
national average
Highest priced Kentucky institution was below 
the national average.
Tuition and Fee rates at Kentucky institutions 
have increased on average 7.5%  per year 
over the last decade.

Source: Trends in College Pricing 2003, The College Board and the Council on Postsecondary Education
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Average Tuition and Fees at KY Public 4-Year 
Institutions Compared to National Average
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Tuition and Fees at KCTCS Compared to 
National Average for 2 year Institutions
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Data Source Web Links
American Community Survey: 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Ranking/index.htm
US Census Bureau Educational Attainment: 
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/educ-attn.html
US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics: 
http://www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm
United Health Foundation: http://www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/shr2003
National Center for Higher Education Management Systems: 
http://www.higheredinfo.org/
Kentucky State Data Center: http://ksdc.louisville.edu
Kentucky Department for Employment Services: 
http://www.workforcekentucky.ky.gov
UK and KSU Health Education Through Extension Leadership: 
http://www.ca.uky.edu/heel
Kentucky Deskbook of Economic Statistics: 
http://www.thinkkentucky.com/edis/deskbook

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Products/Ranking/index.htm
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/educ-attn.html
http://www.bls.gov/lau/home.htm
http://www.unitedhealthfoundation.org/shr2003
http://www.higheredinfo.org/
http://ksdc.louisville.edu/
http://www.workforcekentucky.ky.gov/
http://www.ca.uky.edu/heel
http://www.thinkkentucky.com/edis/deskbook
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